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Preface

This book presents some of the latest research related to the protection of the built
environment in earthquake prone regions of theworld, thisinvolvesnot only finding
ways of determining the optimal design and construction of new facilities, but also
of upgrading or rehabilitating existing structures.

Contained in this volume are most of the papers presented at the 4 International
Conference on Earthquake Resistant Engineering Structures held in Ancona with
the support of the University of La Marche, Italy and the Wessex Institute of
Technology, UK. The Conference attracted anumber of delegates from industry as
well as academic and research institutes from around the world.

The papers were classified in accordance with the sectionsin the book:

Earthquake Resistant Design

Bridges

Seismic Behaviour and Vulnerability Analysis
Seismic Isolation and Control

Monitoring and Testing

Passive and Active Control

Ground Conditions and Site Effects

The Editors are grateful to all authorsfor their excellent papersand in particular to
the members of the International Scientific Committee for their help in reviewing
the papers. Their work has been essential to ensure the quality of this book.

G Latini
C.A. Brebbia

Ancona 2003
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