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Preface

This book contains most of the papers presented at the 25" International
Conference on Boundary Element Methodsheld at the University of Splitin Croatia
It also marks the 25" anniversary since the first meeting was organised at
Southampton University in 1978.

Thelast quarter of acentury hasresulted in an impressive amount of original
work being generated at these meetings. It can be estimated that there have been
around 2,000 papers published in book form sincethe meetings started, the conference
providing the first platform for the publication of most of the origina work in the
Method. Intermsof quality, the achievements of this series of meetings have been
outstanding.

This 25" Conference volume continues with the tradition established in 1978
and contains aseries of excellent papersin avariety of fields, ie:

 Advanced formulation » Damage mechanics

* Fluid mechanics » Wave propagation problems
+ Electrostatics and electromagnetics » Acoustics

+ Stress analysis » Mesh reduction methods

Of particular significance are the papers on Mesh Reduction Methods, a
name suggested by the first editor of this volume, to encompass the diversity of
techniqueswhich have recently been devel oped to eliminate or greatly simplify the
meshesrequired for analysis. Itismost appropriate that papers dealing with novel
developments of such methods appear in this book as it was the mativation to
simplify meshesthat spawned theideaof launching the Boundary Element M ethod.
Mesh Reduction Techniqueswill eventually produce results of practical importance
and the Conference would like to be closely associated with these efforts.

The Editors are grateful to the members of the International Advisory Board
who helped to review the papers, thus ensuring the quality of the Proceedings.
Special thanks are also dueto al authorsand participantsaswell asto the University
of Split for their support of the Meeting.

C.A.Brebbia
D. Paoljak
V.Roje

Split, 2003
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