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Preface

Modern engineering design has led to the realisation of the importance of contact
problemsin many fields of technology. They are complex and inherently non-linear
due to the presence of moving boundaries and the existence of friction along con-
tact surfaces. Until afew years ago researchers were engaged solely on the funda-
mental concepts and mathematical aspects of contact problems. Nowadays, dueto
substantial improvementsin computer technology and experimental measurements
itispossibleto solve many complex practical problemsaccurately and efficiently as
demonstrated by the contents of the book.

The papers contained in this volume have been presented at the International
Conference on Computational Methods in Contact Mechanics (CONTACT ME-
CHANICS2003) heldin Cretein March 2003. The meeting wasthe sixth of aseries
started in Southampton, UK in 1993 and continued in Ferrara, Italy (1995); Madrid,
Spain (1997); Stuttgart, Germany (1999) and Seville, Spain (2001). The conference
provides aforum for the discussion of different aspects of contact mechanics. The
papers presented are grouped in this book into three different sections, Computa-
tional Methods; Experimental Results and Computational Methods; and Fracture,
Fatigue and Wear. The meeting was organised by the Wessex Institute of Technol-
ogy of UK.

The Editor isgrateful to all authorsfor their contributionsand in particular to the
membersof thelnternational Scientific Advisory Committeefor their helpinreview-
ing the papers published in this book.

The Editor
Crete2003
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