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L nation that ignores its traditions and its past
has no future.” This statement by the founding
president of the United Arab Emirates, the

late Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al-Nahayan, expresses our

strong commitment in the Arabian Gulf to study our
history, to preserve our heritage, and to be proud of our
traditions.

For centuries, we who live in the Gulf region have drawn
strength and inspiration from the fact that our region has
always been a bridge between Eastand West, where people
have lived in peace and harmony with the environment —
sailing on voyages of trade and exploration and making
great contributions to human civilizations.

Traditional Architecture in the Gulf represents an
important link in the study of the history and traditions
of the region. It also brings to us a special understanding
of our national identity, giving us an appreciation of our
place in history and endowing us with special pride in
our national heritage.

Academic interest in traditional architecture in the
Gulf, however, is relatively recent.
the Gulf States began to build their cities after the
discovery of oil that the study of traditional architecture

It was only when

and heritage became relevant and necessary. I am very
pleased to present this pioneering book, which describes
an important period in architectural development in
the Gulf, namely the period after the expulsion of the

Portuguese in the early 1600’s. The author, Dr. Ronald
Hawker, has succeeded in linking the different forms
of traditional architecture with the new and modern
architecture going up in the cities of the Gulf, with
particular focus on Dubai. This linkage is important as it
helps the reader to appreciate the cultural and historical
thread connecting our past and our present.

I'am very pleased to note in this book a clear appreciation
and admiration of Gulf traditional architecture — an
appreciation and admiration that all of us who live and
work here share. Readers will enjoy the opportunity to
learn about this fascinating topic. I am also very pleased
that Dr. Hawker has undertaken the writing of this
book while on the faculty of Zayed University — some
illustrations in the book were completed by students in
his classes. His work reveals how our universities are very
active in the study of our traditions and heritage and
are committed to expanding the base for research and
education that is relevant to the United Arab Emirates
and the Arabian Gulf.

I thank the author for this most interesting volume that
brings about a proper understanding of the architectural
heritage of the Arabian Gulf. The book is an excellent
addition to the literature about the region. It is my
sincere hope that it will help to stimulate interest in
the subject and to promote sustained and continued
efforts to explore our past and preserve our heritage and

traditions.

Nahayan Mabarak Al-Nahayan

Minister of Higher Education and Scientific Research
and President of Zayed University
United Arab Emirates
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LIPSO

his book would not have happened without the
Her
editorial advice guided the project through

support and assistance of my wife, Laila.
several evolutions. Our constant discussions of critical
points directed me towards the necessary research
resources. Our talks of what it was like in Abadan,
Khorramshahr, the Karoun, and the Shatt-al-Arab in the
1960s and 1970s inspired me to think about the inter-
relationships between Arab and Persian cultures. She
accompanied me on numerous field visits in sweltering,
virtuallyintolerable heatand humidity without complaint.
Her translation of the Farsi-language resources gave me
a deeper insight into the histories of southern Iran. Her
belief in me saw me through the book’s most challenging
obstacles. Thank you, azzizam, for sharing your life with
me and bringing me to the Gulf. This is your book as
much as itis mine. My sons, Arya and Siina, also patiently
indulged me on several trips. Each accompanied me on
one of my trips to Iran and provided me with invaluable
companionship and emotional support. Thanks to my
colleagues at the National Museum of Ras al-Khaimah:
Christian Velde, Imke Moellering, and Ahmad Hilal, for
Rashad Bukhash of
the Dubai Municipality shared resources with me when

their generosity and knowledge.

I first arrived in Dubai that set me on the path towards
this book. Daniel Toosi, my guide and friend in Iran,
helped me find some of the most interesting sites in
the Gulf, always with a smile and a sly joke. Numerous
colleagues and friends at Zayed University aided my
efforts. Working along side Omid Rouhani, Chae Lee
(now at the University of Hawaii), Jason Demarte (now at
Mississippi State University) and Thomas Tucker (now at
Winston Salem State University) has been an enriching
experience. Shaima Al-Arayedh in Bahrain shared her
family photographs. Thanks to David McGlennon and

Danielle Perigoe, formerly in the office of university
research and outreach at Zayed University, for their
administrative support. Thank you, David, in particular,
for always believing in the project and the value of my
work. Badran Badran also kindly supported the project
and guided some of the important steps towards the end
of the journey. Provosts Larry Wilson and Lois Muir,
departmenthead Todd Devriese, and deans Jeffrey Belnap
and Michael Allen have shown meaningful interest in the
project and its progress. My deep gratitude goes to His
Excellency Sheikh Nahyan Al Nahyan, president of Zayed
University and Minister of Post-Secondary Education
and Scientific Research in the United Arab Emirates,
who created Zayed University’s Research Incentive Fund,
which funded much of my research. Thanks to the
staff at the Royal Geographical Society, the Center for
Documentation and Research in Abu Dhabi, ARAMCO,
and the Pitt Rivers Museum in Oxford for their efficient
service in the provision of the historic images used here.
Thank you to Hanaa Ismail and Sayed EI-Shenawi for
your patience and encouragement in my Arabic lessons.
Insha’Allah, I'll someday meet the potential you see in
me. Iam grateful to the efficient team at Wessex Institute
of Technology Press. Carlos Brebbia, director of WIT,
and Brian Privett and his design and marketing team
have made the process a pleasure. Design students Alia
Al Murri, Alya Burehaima, Maria Al Ali, Khawla Al Khaja,
Noora Al Marri, Dana Al Mazrooei, Najla Al Nahyan,
Sarah Haider, Rafia Al Suwaidi, Shaima Al Haj, Huda Al
Khaja, Noura Al Osaima, Mai Huraiz, Shamsa Hamdan,
Marwa Al Midfa, and Mahra Al Mualla all contributed
photographs and illustrations. Finally, thank you to all
my students at the American University of Sharjah and
especially at Zayed University: your enthusiasm, hard
work and encouragement are inspiring!
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