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Preface

This book contains most of the papers presented at the Second International
Conference on Sustainable Irrigation, Management, Technologies and Policies, held
at the University of Alicante in 2008.  The meeting follows the success of the first
Conference which was organised in Bologna in 2006.

The objective of the Conference is to discuss ways to achieve the most efficient
and equitable use of water resources used in irrigation, at the same time as ensuring
their sustainability.

Over-exploitation of fresh water resources is leading to damaging long lasting
environmental effects with considerable depletion of groundwater and surface water
sources.  The problem of contamination adds to these effects, effectively reducing
the availability of clean water.  The Conference also discussed how irrigation ought
to be used to avoid deterioration of crops and soils.

The papers presented in this volume have been classified in the following
sections: Sustainable Irrigation and Economic Instruments; Irrigation Management;
Irrigation Modelling; Irrigation Systems and Planning; Re-use of Water.

The Conference was organised by the University of Alicante and the Wessex
Institute of Technology and sponsored by the Institute for Water and Environmental
Sciences of the University of Alicante; the Ministerio de Educación y Ciencia,
España; the Instituto del Agua y de las Ciencias Ambientales; the Patronato Municipal
de Turismo de Alicante; Grupo de Investigaciones Modelización de Sistemas of the
University of Alicante; and the company, Consolider-Tragua.  The organisers are
grateful for their support.

The Editors are indebted to all contributors for their papers and to the members
of the International Scientific Advisory Committee and other colleagues who helped
in the selection procedure.

The Editors
Alicante, 2008
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