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Preface

This Volume of the Transactions of Wessex Institute contains papers presented at
the 13th International Conference on Urban Transport and the Environment, held in
Coimbra in 2007.  The Meeting was organised by the Wessex Institute of Technology.

The Urban Transport Conference series continues to attract delegates from
many countries and is considered the premier annual event of its kind.  It started in
Southampton (1995); continuing in Barcelona (1996); Aquasparta, Italy (1997); Lisbon
(1998); Rhodes (1999); Cambridge, UK (2000); Lemnos, Greece (2001); Seville (2002);
Crete (2003); Dresden (2004); Algarve, Portugal (2005); and the New Forest, UK
(2006).

Urban Transport is a topic of primary importance for all countries around the
world.  The growth of transportation in the cities has led to the emergence of a series
of environmental and social problems which are still largely unresolved.  This has
resulted in an increase of research work around the world, with a considerable
number of ideas being represented in this series of conferences.

The growth and evolution of Urban Transport research is reflected in the contents
of the conference volumes published since 1995.  The interested reader is referred to
the previous 12 books which contain the advances made in the topic in the last 13
years or so.

The papers included in this volume cover a wide range of topics, such as:

Transport sustainability
Urban transport planning and management
Transport modelling and simulation
Traffic integration and control
Public transport systems
Innovative transport systems
Infrastructure and maintenance
Energy and transport fuels
Land use and transport integration
Transport security and safety
Economic and social issues
Environmental and ecological aspects
Safety of users in road evacuation

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•



In contrast to many other conferences, the meetings organised by the Wessex
Institute of Technology not only produce a hardcover version of each proceedings,
(such as this volume of excellent quality in terms of presentation and content), but
all papers are also permanently archived on the Publisher’s website
(www.witpress.com) where they are easily accessible to the international community.
This Library is very popular with the international scientific community and its
contents are indexed in many referral systems.

The Editor is grateful to the members of the International Scientific Advisory
Committee for their help during the editing of this volume, as well as to all contributors.

The Editor
Coimbra, 2007
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