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Preface

The present volume contains most of the papers presented at the 10" International
Conference on Studies, Repairs and Maintenance of Heritage Architecture,
incorporating the Maritime Heritage Seminar (STREMAH/07), which took place in
Prague. The series of Conferences started in Florence (1989) and continued in
subsequent meetings that took place in Seville (1991), Bath (1993), Crete (1995), San
Sebastian (1997), Dresden (1999), Bologna (2001), Halkidiki (2003) and Malta (2005).

The success of the Conference is due both to the importance given today to
architectural heritage and the high quality of the presentations at these meetings.
Each volume has gathered the most recent advances in research and up to date
studies of heritage buildings. This has resulted in STREMAH becoming the most
important conference of its kind.

The 2007 conference brought together a series of scholars and professionals to
discuss a variety of topics related to architectural heritage. A series of papers were
also presented dealing with maritime heritage, an area of research that has been
growing in importance in the last few years.

The Conference papers were divided into the following sections:

e Heritage architecture and historical aspects
Regional architecture
Non-destructive evaluation of historic masonry structures
Material characterisation
Repair and maintenance
Preservation and prevention
Structural issues
Simulation and modelling
Seismic vulnerability analysis of historic sites
e Seismic behaviour and vibrations

The Editor is grateful to the members of the International Scientific Advisory
Committee who helped to review the papers for their help in ensuring the quality of
this book. He is also indebted to all contributors for the excellence of their papers
and particularly to those colleagues who have supported the meeting over the last
20 years.

The Editor
Prague, 2007
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