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Preface

This year the Data Mining and Information Engineering Conference comes back to
the United Kingdom after 7 years away (it was held in Cambridge university in 2000)
in the marvellous framework of The New Forest. The Conference remains faithful to
its original idea of providing a platform to discuss theoretical and applicative aspects
of data mining, with participants from all over the world, both from academia and
from industry.

Its success is reflected in the papers received, with participants coming from
several countries, with a strong representation from the USA, the Americas and
Europe as well as many of the other continents, allowing a real multinational-
multicultural exchange of experiences and ideas.

During this last year we witnessed the growth of the European Union interest in
data mining, especially as applied to unstructured data (eg. text mining). The
7Framework Program (the program by which European Commission funds European
Research) has a new line of funding: Security Research, where “business analytics”
(as data and text mining) are well represented.

This is proof that data mining is seen not only as an exciting research area but
also as a technology that may solve current European citizens’ concearns with
problems such as security. The interest and appreciation of the European Union is
also shown through the 2007 European ICT Prize that has been awarded for the first
time to a text mining company.

For a discipline which is central to research and also to business, and which
generates interests not only among software developers but also among large
companies and government departments and agencies, it is important to look at the
market and at its movements. A recent analysis about the growth rate of the text
mining market, estimates it to be between 30% and 60% per year. This is a significant
figure if we recall the estimate of IBM which expected that the text analytics market
size was worth around $5 billion in 2005).

A proof of the fact that although this market is still considered young and not yet
consolidated, has been the vigorous wave of mergers and acquisitions that is
transforming it. In December 2006 Lexis-Nexis, a powerhouse of information online,
bought the French company Datops. Only some months later, in April 2007, its
competitor Reuters, the global news provider, reacted by deciding to buy Clearforest,



an Israelian company considered one of the historic founders of the text mining
market.

A Conference such as this can only succeed as a team effort, so the Editors want
to thank the International Scientific Advisory Committee for their excellent work in
reviewing the papers as well as their invaluable input and advice.

The next Data Mining and Information Engineering Conference will take place in
Cadiz, Spain in 2008!

The Editors
New Forest, UK

2007
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