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Preface

This book contains most of the papers presented at the 4th International
Conference on Urban Regeneration and Sustainability (The Sustainable City) which
took place in Tallin, Estonia in 2006.  The meeting was organised by Tartu University,
the Wessex Institute of Technology and the University of Siena, and follows three
very successful meetings held in Rio, Brazil (2000); Segovia, Spain (2002); and
Siena, Italy (2004).

The Honorary Chairman of the Conference is the late Nobel Prize Winner, Ilya
Prigogine, who passed away in 2003.  Prigogine’s work on ecological systems was
the inspiration behind many of the papers contained in this book and the motive
behind the launching of the International Journal of Ecodynamics, another byproduct
of the Sustainably City conferences.  It was deemed appropriate in the circumstances
to establish a prize in honour of Professor Prigogine, consisting of a medal and
award.  The first prize (2004) was awarded to Professor Sven Jorgensen of the
Pharmaceutical University of Denmark for his pioneering work on the modelling of
ecological systems.  The second was given to Professor Enzo Tiezzi of the University
of Siena in 2005, whose novel work in evolutionary thermodynamics has focused on
finding satisfactory solutions for sustainable development.  The third medal was
awarded to Professor Bernard Patten of the University of Georgia, who has
contributed to the better understanding of ecological systems with his Environs
theory.

Urban areas produce a series of environmental problems arising from the
consumption of natural resources and the consequent generation of waste and
pollution.  These problems contribute to the development of social and economic
imbalances.  All these problems which continue to grow in our society require new
solutions.

The contents of this book address the many inter-related aspects of the urban
environment from transport and mobility to social exclusion and crime prevention.

The sections of this book deal with the following topics: Architectural issues;
Cultural heritage; Planning issues; Planning, development and management; Strategy
and development; Land use and management; Environmental management; Energy
resources; Sustainable transportation and transport integration; Traffic and
transportation; The community and the city; Socio-economic issues, and Public
safety.



The Editors are indebted to the University of Tartu for hosting this important
event, particularly the Prigogine Award Ceremony.  They also wish to express their
gratitude to all authors for their contributions and to the members of the International
Scientific Advisory Committee for their help in promoting the Meeting and producing
this volume.

The Editors
Tallinn, 2006
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