
'l'he yearly reports on the environment and nature in Flanders (MIRA) ensure the 
scientific foundarions for environmental policy plans. MIR4 uses indicators to 
describe and analyse the environment. Indicators summarise the available 
knowledge anti n ~ a k c  i t  as accessible. as can be to the policy and to the public at 
large. In  putting the indicators in a context of guide values and!or objectives they 
can help check the policy that is implemented. 

E ~ w y  year about twenty-three themes are discussed following the different 
links of  the DPSIR-chain. This is the causal framework for describing the 
interactions hetweer1 society and the environment adopted by the European 
Environment Agency: Driving forces. Pressures, States, Impacts, and Responses. 
Every link of  the DPSIR-chain is described with rcfcrcnce to one or  more 
indicators. Consequently. there arc indicators that rccord the consequences for 
and impact on mankind. nature and the economy. 

One of the treated themes is dispersion of particulate matter. For this theme 
we present an overview of the different indicators representing the DPSIR-chain. 
Since particulatc matter is currently suspected to be an important environmental 
factor causing i l l  health, we will focus on the indicators concerning human 
health. Based on significant epidemiological and toxicological evidence of the 
effects of particulate matter on health. an extensive health impact assessment o f  
PM10 is possible. 'l'he information drawn from this impact assessment can be 
translated into dirferent indicators that are useful in dirkrent  policy fields. 
External costs of health effects are appropriate for cost-benefit anallses of  polic) 
plans or emission reduction measures. Disability adjusted life years (DA1.Y.s) of 
different health themes make comparison ol' risks and impacts between disease 
factors possible and help to  make more rational use of resources. Other  
indicators as attributable cases are helpful in comnlunication with the public. 
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